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by other persons than children, when we can adopt a
protective attitude towards them. It is very clear that
a man likes to consider himself the protector of the
woman he loves; and this is not simply the sex impulse,
for that may be present with little or no impulse to pro-
tect, and indeed with a brutal disregard of the welfare
of its object. But in the higher type of love, the ele-
ment of protectiveness comes into play. The man likes
to protect the woman, and she, too, likes to 'mother'
him. In her case, indeed, the maternal or mothering
instinct often plays the leading part In the early stages
of love; while, in a happily mated pair, the protective
motive, persisting in both parties, furnishes an impor-
tant part of the drive behind their mutual interest and
affection.

The instinctive tendencies of domination and submis-
sion are also linked with the sex impulse to produce the
complex motive force which we call love'. Theirs Is the
satisfaction of ownership and the satisfaction of being
owned. Desire, here as elsewhere, is stimulated by un-
certainty of possession. Undisputed possession leads
to 'negative adaptation* in respect to the sense of pos-
session, and to consequent waning of desire, which can
often be re-awakened by the revival of uncertainty as to
possession. At the lowest level, the dominating ten-
dency is satisfied by brute physical compulsion, at a
higher stage willing submission is essential, and at a still
higher stage recognition on the part of the loved object
of one's own personal merits, as is evidenced by the
sensftiveness of lovers to any fancied slight or criticism.

That the esthetic impulses are also closely associated
with the sex impulse, is seen especially in the interest in